Brighton & Hove 14 -19 Curriculum Group

10-12

Wednesday 3rd October 2007

Conference Room 1

Jubilee Library 

Brighton

Present:  Tony Hammick (Cedar Centre), Sue Furdas (Cedar Centre), Naresh Daswani (Dorothy Stringer), Hazel Haywood (LSC), Clare Witz (LSC), Lindi Galloway (CYPT), Dan Shelley (CYPT), Tony Earl (CYPT), Simon Liley (Varndean School), Lauren Atallah (Falmer), Graham Steel (PCC), Ken Leonard (Hove Park), David Walsh (Cardinal Newman), Dave Stokes (Longhill), Sally Bromley (BHASVIC), John Evans (City College), 

Apologies: Linda Ellis (CYPT), Chris Marshall (CYPT), Mike Newman (Patcham), Louise Cook (Patcham), Maurice Shorten (Plumpton), James Mettyear (City College), Connie Mahony (BHTA), Lucy Gordon (ACE), Carol McKay (NACRO), Johnny Davies (PCC), Simon Hinks (Varndean College), Hazel Hempenstall (Downs Park School), Paul Winter (Downsview), Pippa Hughes (Hillside Special School), Jo Cassidy (Longhill), Andy Hulks (Patcham High), 

Chair:  Richard Wing (Blatchington Mill),
1.  Welcome and introductions
· Simon Hinks was due to chair this 14-19-group meeting, but due to a pre existing appointment he was unable to attend and sent his apologies. 
· Lindi Galloway welcomed those present and asked for introductions.
2. Election of chair for 2007-2008

· Nominations for the vacant chair had been received and Richard Wing is elected new chair for 2007 – 2008, the group expressed thanks.

· At this point Richard Wing took the chair.

3. Minutes of the last meeting

· The minutes of the last meeting were read and accuracy agreed.

Matters Arising:
Action point 5(d) from the previous minutes: -
· Hazel Haywood updated the group regarding the ‘draft of funding’ proposals for Brighton 07/08, which totals 150k.  The funding will be discussed with the Local Authority and LSC with suggestions to the Partnership Board meeting on 18 October 2007. There may well be additional funds made available from other pots.

· Dan Shelley reported that £35k is available from GOSE to improve performance in light of progress check and would be used for Employer Engagement, IAG and Diploma workforce development champions.



Functional Skills 

· Ken Leonard confirmed that two Functional Skills (FS) days have already taken place.

· Day three is planned for 9th October 2007 and day four 2nd February 2008. 
· Attendance to be confirmed to Yas Pope at B&H LA 

· He raised three questions to all schools and colleges

3.a
What FS are they offering during this cycle 07/08?

3.b
What level FS are they offering this cycle 07/08?

3.c
What awarding body(s) are they using?

· QCA temporally withdrew the Function Skill embedded award in English and IT therefore only stand-alone is available in 07/08.

· Sarah Bromley added that numeracy was also included. Stand alones are available with ALAN, 

· Query of impact of this functional skills change on achievement statistics for 5 GCSE at A* to C

· Lauren Atallah’s understanding is that with ALAN, GCSE plus new skills with Edexcel equals ½ GCSE for numeracy and ½ for literacy plus IT which totals 2. She feels that the qualifications need to be equivalent to GCSE as neither appears to be so.

· Action: Sally Bromley will email Lorraine Winston at QCA for a response.

· Ken Leonard would like those involved to share assessment methods.

· Naresh Daswani wanted to attend FS training

· Action LG to contact organisers to see if this is possible as Dorothy Stringer is not part of the DG pilot

Connexions Feedback 
· Claire Witz reported that she is currently in discussion with the Local Authority and Sussex Careers regarding Work Experience. 

· She is attending a meeting on 3rd October 2007 with software IT Company who is running the Work Experience system and its usage. ACTION Claire Witz to give feedback at the next meeting. 

· The cost would be £35.00 per student. 

· Richard Wing estimated that the cost would be circa £9k at his school alone.

· Ken Leonard queried the £35.00 cost per student. 

· Claire Witz said that this fee was because it was a pilot with initial running and research cost implications.

· Dan Shelley remarked that the £35.00 charge was Sussex Careers ‘Gold Service’ but lower charges would apply for general usage.

· Last year 600 Key Stage 4 students were not placed out of 2500.

· During 08/09 Sussex Careers will be charged with finding more placements and more focused on the Diplomas including Creative & Media and Construction & Built Environment.

Examination / Work Experience
· Dan Shelley said that more placements would be pursued in future although there have been technical problems with the Work Experience online system. An improvement in technology will need to be addressed.

· Three local Authorities and LSC are meeting 3rd October 2007 to discuss. 

Gifted and talented funding
· Dan Shelley reported that funding of £25k was made available last year. There will be some role over of funds which be aligned in the 2007/08 action plan. This will be in the region of £10-15k maximum from the under spend of the previous year and this will be a Citywide approach for sustained funding. ACTION 16-19 Curriculum Group to take forward  -Quality Group Chris Marshall. 

4. Partnership Board Update
· Dan Shelley informed the group that there has been no Board meeting since June 07 with the next meeting on 18th October 2007.

· The new chair was Andy Schofield who gives one day (Thursday) every two weeks on the 14-19 agenda. 

· There is a five-year vision to be pushed forward and developed. 

· The revised draft 2008/13 strategies will be brought to the meeting on 18th October 2007 for ratification. It covers key elements such as Workforce Development, Employer Engagement and NEET.

· Richard Wing clarified distribution of the strategy prior to the meeting and asked for it to be sent to all interested parties.

· Dan Shelley confirmed that it would be sent to the members of this group and reiterated the importance of the next Partnership meeting.

· ACTION Daniel Shelley to collate this groups comments and consult the Partnership Board – Richard Wing to attend the meeting 18th October 2007.

4a 14-19 Funding paper
· Dan Shelley is currently drafting a paper on funding for 09/10.

· He was looking at ideas from DCFS to take to the 14-19 Partnership for collective decision.

· The KS4 Engagement Programme currently has 160 places and is due to commence at the end of October 2007.

· Richard Wing’s understanding was that the Key Stage 4 Engagement Programme laid the foundations for collaborative working, but a one off funding opportunity.

· Daniel Shelley hoped that it would be rolled out 08/09.

4b Levels of funding 

· Daniel Shelley spoke about the European Social Fund (ESF) and reported that ¾ of the regional applications are possible across the South East.  Brighton and Hove is considered a hot spot by the LSC and GOSE with a need to target NEET reduction. The application is for £100 –150k per annum for the next three years in each area.

· Richard Wing asked for clarification regarding the KS4 engagement funding continuance.

· Daniel Shelley agreed John Coles letter promises money 08/09 and suggests we wait for CSR.

· Ken Leonard asked if there was ring fencing of 14-19 monies and in his opinion targeting KS3 would be more appropriate? It may be better to engage disengaged students in years 9 and run courses in School?

· Daniel Shelley agreed that there is a need to look at CSR as there could be additional money but not this year.

· Naresh Daswani asked if there was any ESF for KS2
· Daniel Shelley confirmed that there is no ESF funding for KS2, it relates to 14-16 but would agree that we need to look at the under 14’s.

· John Evans identified student’s aged 17 dropping out

· Daniel Shelley reiterated that responsibilities lay with Connexions. The September guarantee figures regarding the number ex students not in receipt of an offer was 57 which equates to 2% and 6% who have had an offer refused or other unknown reason.

· Lauren Atallah said that there were ten places at level 1 at Falmer School but the communication difficulties encountered with the Sussex Careers service resulted in NEET as no names /contact numbers available to Falmer.

· Daniel Shelley mentioned that Sussex Careers have all the names of potential NEET students.

· ACTION: John Evans to look into the problems regarding the lack of offers of employment and students not being engaged with construction work- based learning. He will take this up with local employers, which can be difficult as B&H has mainly small businesses.

· ACTION: Daniel Shelley to look into the problems with obtaining students contact details from Sussex Careers.

· Daniel Shelley presented to the Economic Partnership Board on 2nd October 2007 and there is recognition that employers must do more to support work-based learning.

· Ken Leonard remarked that employers do not see the need to invest in view of the influx of foreign skilled labour.
5 Specialised Diplomas update
Phase One
Society Health and Development 

· Lauren Atallah gave an update of this diploma. Please refer to the attachment issued prior to meeting

· Lauren raised the need for a standardised leaflet for the Options booklet to circulate to all institutions in Brighton and Hove.

· Lindi Galloway confirmed that Tess Gill (CYPT) is formulating a Pan City Diploma leaflet and there would be a two-week window for the group to agree.
· ACTION Lindi Galloway and Tess Gill to circulate a draft B&H draft leaflet to the group.
· Daniel Shelley confirmed that pamphlets were now available for each of the phase 1 Diplomas in the DCFS pack.

· Sally Bromley referred the group to the DCFS website where you can order the leaflet.

· Lauren Atallah informed the group that Edexcel was currently the only examining body offering SHD but it has now been withdrawn from the website for adjustments. 

· John Evans feels that we should be able to negotiate a better price with Edexcel as a consortium, in light of the potential volume of learners.

· Lindi Galloway informed the group that Edexcel produced one sheet for awarding body approval application.

· Lauren Atallah asked about the use of the other two awarding bodies (OCR and AQA) as known and used by existing centres.

· Lauren recommended using Edexcel for year one and adopts a watching brief.

· Hazel Haywood asked which awarding bodies East and West Sussex used?

· ACTION Lindi Galloway to ascertain which examining bodies East/West Sussex plan to use?

· Development work at Level 3 has begun with a meeting this week for levels1/2 units to be divided up. 

· With regard to levels1/2 delivery there is a need to clarify the proposal that Varndean School deliver level 2 with their own students.

· Simon Liley reported that he has twelve students from his School to transfer to the new Diploma but is happy to collaborate with other Schools/ Colleges dependant on options choices.

· Lauren Atallah strongly advised collaboration to enable knowledge flow and development of material.

· Richard Wing referred to the SHD pilot for the City but there are timetable issues and mix and match at Varndean School.

· Lauren Atallah referred to the next meeting on 9th October 2007 and which will look at what can be delivered.

· Richard Wing mentioned the impact across the City for timetabling.

· Naresh Deswani said that John Thorne is looking at timetables at Dorothy Stringer and potential arts and media collaboration with Varndean School for students who cannot access courses.

· The weekly school timetable may set aside two days for Diplomas and three days for mainstream subjects.

· He mentioned that there was a very good DVD regarding the Diplomas and it is in the pack.

· ACTION: Lindi Galloway to provide pack contact details, to enable schools/colleges to order supplies 

· ACTION: Richard Wing to arrange a meeting regarding timetables

Construction and the Built Environment 

· Please refer to John Evans update.
· Progress check meeting of LG with Cambridge Education for DCFS on 26 November 2007.

· John Evans raised the need for a meeting with Schools regarding the skills available at Blatchington Mills, Hove Park, CCB and Varndean etc.
· Action John Evans to arrange a meeting of the Schools regarding the Diploma

Creative and Media

· Please refer to Simon Hinks update

· There is a meeting on 10 October 2007

IT 

· David Walsh confirmed that a reapplication would be made December 09

Engineering

· Please refer to John Evans update.

· John Evans feels that Engineering is into twined with manufacturing and will discuss with Andy Schofield and will need to go to the Partnership Board.

· He suggests switching from levels 1 and 2 to level 3 and go for manufacturing as it covers a broader view and providers.

· ACTION: John Evans to go the Partnership Board re needs to cover manufacturing (therefore there is not enough time for the December 2007 submission).

· Daniel Shelley agreed that we may need to broaden to East and West Sussex partnerships area boundaries, which may have more engineering.

· Lindi Galloway mentioned the Plumpton College proposal for Land based Diploma for one regional overlapping bid. 
· Daniel Shelley recommended that we should liaise with West Sussex who has already set up an engineering diploma pilot in 2008.

· Lead Hub 100, in Brighton could take on appetencies but poor take up to date.

· John Evans feels that manufacturing lends its self better to school (lead) through a range of curriculum subjects.

· ACTION: to recommend Manufacturing joint bid in December 2009 to the Partnership Board.

Phase 2

Landbased and environment 

· Please refer to the Maurice Shorten’s update, which recommends one over lapping bid for Landbased Diploma.

· Daniel Shelley reminded the group that a request was made by Maurice to the Partnership Board for £5k towards to cost of Plumpton writing 

· The bid.

Manufacturing

· As previously stated under engineering.

Hair and Beauty 

· Please refer to John Evans update.

· John Evans talked about the need for diploma mapping of vocational offers and the sharing of staff capacity. 

· He mentioned the reluctance and shyness of staff to provide up to date CV’s so that specialist areas could be utilised. He made an impassioned plea to School staff to bring to the table and the potential to broaden themselves.

· Ken Leonard it is a question of capacity versus expertise.

· John Evans said that expanding capacity might be needed.

· Lauren Atallah mentioned that catering needs an expert in Science and hair requires art and design

· ACTION: to pass information to John Evans by 12th October 2007.
· Richard Wing  - feels that across City In Service Training  (Inset) is needed?

· Daniel Shelley reported the planned event on 20th March seems to give no consideration of 14-19 needs and the Diploma.

· Richard Wing asked if there was anyone on Inset organising team

· ACTION: Lindi Galloway has a PowerPoint presentation which could be utilised to cascade Diploma message to academic and support staff.

·  ACTION: pass to the Partnership Board to recommend Diploma content at cross-city Inset.

Business, administration and finance 

· Please refer to Sally Bromley’s update.

· Sally Bromley reported a positive first meeting 21 September 2007.

· Sally mentioned that there are guidance notes and a pod cast of the conference, which are available from Mary Cook or Matt Peake.

· ACTION: Sally Bromley to contact Schools and Colleges to establish who is in and out. Please refer to the list in her report.

· Ken Leonard made a plea to involve practitioners ASAP.

Hospitality and Catering

· Please refer to John Evans update and previous comments 

6. Strategic plans 2008-2013       

· Lindi Galloway updated the group in the absence of Linda Ellis and highlighted the following: -

· Which Diploma lines they wish to teach/host and which they will send their pupils to and when?

· With possible staff changes over the next 5 years –therefore expertise not the thing to go on.

· To identify where traditionally strong areas /facilities are. 

· No more than one new line a year for an institution

· Levels 1 –2 offered by the same institutions or group, which will help staff training.

· Need for mapping by the end of November.

· There is a meeting of the Chair Governors at the end of October. Or early November 2007

· Set up a working group for pre and post 16yrs Citywide picture

· Richard Wing reiterated that we have already been given time to write bids, but a map is needed including details of courses.

· Naresh Daswani feels that there certain subjects that schools and Colleges can already deliver i.e. SHD, IT, Creative and Media, Sport and Travel and Tourism. He agrees that a map is needed 
· Lauren Attalah raised the need for a teacher with skills for the Diploma from other intuitions to travel to others schools/colleges as the proforma needs to be easier to complete. She recommended a skills audit but no scales or dates were available.
· Daniel Shelley highlighted the following points:-
· SMT strengths.
· When to deliver

· When to start sending learners

· The need to get the facilities in place

· The need for a map from each provider and a citywide view

ACTION: Richard Wing to talk to Linda Ellis about the working group and the Strategic plan.

7. Protocols update
· Lindi Galloway referred to the revised  ‘Memorandum of understanding she has produced. This is an agreement for Brighton and Hove 14-19 Partnership and is between B&H CYPT and Sussex LSC and partner organisations. This will make cross border working easier.

· Ken Leonard asked what provision had been made for Further Education West of the City i.e. Northbrook College. He hopes that this College will be involved with 14-19 students with more than just the Diploma.

· Daniel Shelley agreed with Ken Leonard and this will be discussed at the review on 11th October 2007. He said that there are opportunities West of the City to help with the curriculum such as Kings Manor and Northbrook. 

· Tony Hammick asked that all references to Uplands in the Memorandum of Understanding to be changed to Cedar Centre ACTION: Lindi Galloway to amend the Uplands to Cedar Centre where necessary and to confirm the position with regard cross border working in the west, and use of the same documentation.

8. Updates from

Neet Curriculum Group

LDD

ACTION: Sally Bromley to set up meetings.

16-19 Quality Group

· Please refer Chris Marshall’s to the update.

· Hazel Heywood with regard the Chris Marshall’s paper it should read ‘proposals for LID funding to be allocated to schools’

16-19 Curriculum Group

· Nothing to add.

14-16 Deputies Curriculum Group

· Please refer to the notes of the meeting held on 18th June 2007.

· The next meeting is on 15th October 2007.

· Richard Wing asked for the agenda items.

· ACTION: Members of this group to provide Richard Wing with agenda items for the meeting on 15th October 2007.

9. Proposed date of meetings 2007/2008
· Wednesday 10-12

· 14th November, 30th January 2008, 5th March, 23rd April and 11th June
· The group agreed all these dates.

10. AOB

· Daniel Shelley mentioned a meeting he had with Steve Healey transport BHCC, Linda Ellis CYPT and Roger French from B&H Bus Company with regard to introducing a citywide 14-19 bus pass that can be used a t weekends. This will facilitate students crossing the city for Diplomas lessons or work placement with companies. It will be administered by schools but with obvious business benefits, as more pupils will get used to using public transport.

· There is a meeting at the end of November to look at a more integrated transport and movement across East and West Sussex
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