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16–19 Curriculum Group Meeting

Monday 14th January 2008
2 – 4 pm

Varndean College

Present

Simon Hinks (Varndean College)(Chair). 
Ken Leonard (Hove Park).

Lindi Galloway, (BHLP), 



Richard Wing (Blatchington Mill).

Graham Steel (PCC), 



Andy Green, (City College),

Sally Bromley (BHASVIC), 


Tony Hammick (Cedar Centre)


Tony Earl, (BHLP note taker).

Apologies
David Walsh (Cardinal Newman) & Claire Witz (LSC).
1. Welcome & apologies:

· SH welcomed the group and apologies were made.

2. Minutes of the last meeting:

· The minutes of the last meeting were read and accuracy agreed apart from one amendment made by Claire Witz regarding Item 8 – Sixth form capital.

· It should read

·  ‘CW reported that if a sixth from school meets the criteria for the 16-19 Capital Fund and has significant growth or development change they can apply’.
· Please refer to the 16-19 capital fund consolidated guidance
· Page 4 item 3 Graham Steel confirmed that ‘CT’ referred to Critical Thinking.
3. Matters arising
· Page 1 of 12th November 2008 minutes: Matters arising 17th May meeting  - Foundation Learning Tier – CCB. AG passed a handout to the group outlining the Foundation Learning Tier provision at City College.

· In addition to 2 discrete Entry-level courses for young people with LDD the College have Level One (or precursor) programmes in the following areas:

· Care and Public Services

· Construction Crafts (Wood)

· Construction Crafts (Wet Trades)

· Construction Crafts (Painting and Decorating)

· Construction Crafts (Maintenance)

· Catering

· Care

· Hairdressing

· Art and design

· Motor Vehicle

In addition to the above CCB are currently planning to introduce for next year Level One courses in:

· Business and Travel and Tourism

· Construction (Electrical).

· At this time, City College is not planning to expand the Entry level.

· LG informed the group that she is attending a QCA meeting on 24th January 2008 and FLT is on the agenda. 

ACTION: LG to report back at the next meeting.

· Page 2 Item 6 minutes 12th November 2008, Action LG Contact Twin project for comment/DCFS Copy in DW and feedback to others

· LG reported that Helen Buckley confirmed the following

· If a learner did not pass any one of the Functional skills, he or she would not be able to achieve the full Diploma.

· The LSC will be setting out detailed guidance on funding in the New Year.

· The currency of an incomplete Diploma would be equivalent to the value of the component qualifications, which a learner has passed.

· Page 2 item 9 problem accessing area prospectus data from BHSVIC  - resolved

· LG confirmed that any further problems should be forwarded to Shelley Newton at the Contact Centre.

· Page 2 item 3 update  on 16-19 Curriculum Planning for 2008 and 2009

· BHASVIC 2008 –2009 update 

· In 2007-2008 BHASVIC is not running AS Geology

· In 2008 - 2009 BHASVIC is planning to offer AS Environmental studies, AS Geology, AS Science in Society, the AQA Bacc, Society Health and Development Level 3 , GCSE Latin

· From 2008 - 2009 BHSAVIC will no longer be offering AS & A2 Human Biology.

Blatchington Mill - RW

· Will not be offering Level 3 Design Ethics, Spanish and Textiles in 2008

· Will be offering ‘I-Media’ (animation ASAT)

City College  - AG

· Will be offering Level 2 Construction.

· Gas maintenance.

· Expanding Catering.

· New BTEC Sport Course and fitness both at Level 3 in association with Brighton & Hove Albion for 2008

· Travel & Tourism.

· 4 x group’s foundation art.

SJH & SB agreed that there is concern at both Bhasvic and Varndean that the development of further Level 3 BTEC provision in Sport could de-stabilise established  courses with good success rates

Action – SJH to convene meeting of Accord Curriculum and Quality Group to discuss curriculum developments in the light of the Accord Non-Duplication Policy

4. September 2007 enrolment data
· SH referred to the document 16-18 Student Numbers on AS Levels & L2 courses by Level October 2007. Copy attached.

· SB wondered whether AS/A2 numbers have been added together 

· KL reported on some inaccuracies and that A2 courses had been added

· SH / SB mindful of some duplication e.g. BHASVIC / Varndean College both offer Latin and asked if there was a policy.

· SH / RW it was individuals responsibility to report duplications to their principal. 

SB proposed the usefulness of a course proposal form to be submitted by a centre in order to gain the agreement of other providers 

.

Action –RW to find and circulate revised and final version of Learning Partnership statement on duplication 
Discussion 
· SB There is insufficient Level 1 to satisfy the September guarantee for January 08 starts.

· SH Overall there needs to be an expansion of both Level 1 and 2 in order to redress the balance

· KL Retail is under represented

· SB Bhasvic intend to offer Fashion Retail at Level 1

· SH recommended the BTEC introductory certificate.  Varndean offer this at Falmerand it can be used to give taster courses in a variety of disciplines.  The Falmer programme offers options in ICT and Media as well as Care

· TH is concerned that if a student passes a Level 1 qualification without English or Maths they cannot progress to a level 2. e.g. Care Course at City College require Literacy /numeracy level 1.

· Some of his students are capable of obtaining 6 GCSE’s but not English and Maths.

· SB additional support is needed and Cedar should apply to the college to see what they can offer

· KL Level 1 ALAN is ½ a GCSE as it takes out coursework and he thinks that City College would accept.

ACTION: AG to check if CCB will accept ALAN.
5. Strategic planning
· Cross –city diploma plans 2008-13

· KL raised some concerns about the Level 1, 2 and 3 Diplomas now renamed Foundation/ Higher / Advanced.

· His understanding was that

Level 1 equated to 5 GCSE  A*-C (looking to offering this at Hove Park)

Level 2  equated to 7GCSE  A*-C 

Level 3 equated to 3.5 GCE A levels A*-E

· LG thought the information was that whilst Foundation was a level 1 qualification graded at A* to G its value in comparison to GCSE was 5 at GCSE  D to G.  

Action _  LG to contact QCA for a response through their Q and A system
· LG from the practitioner group developing SHD, Falmer High has undertaken to offer Foundation/level 1. 

· LG referred to the two Diploma Grid spreadsheets (issued at Partnership Board last week)

· Green coloured document indicates the date proposed by

each school/college when their staff will first deliver each diploma line of learning.

White coloured document indicates the date proposed by each school/college  when their learners will first access each Diploma lines of learning 

ACTION: LG to update in light of errors now identified whilst doing timelines
ACTION: LG to issue the timelines to each school/college

· LG reminded the group that the Local authorities had to deliver the 2013 Diploma entitlement (this may mean access outside the city).
· RW we need to pull all available information on the Curriculum proposals for the City in a presentable format.

· Accord Education case

· The Accord Education Case is a comprehensive piece of research, which concentrates on the 16-19 agenda for Brighton and Hove.  The paper argues a strong Education Case directly related to NEETs, non NEETs and LDD for the City

· The three Colleges involved in this collaboration are BHASVIC, CCB and Varndean College.  

· Due to the complexity and varied nature of the three Colleges each College has produced its own independent Education Case to complement the joint Accord Education Case

· Please refer to the attachment - Brighton & Hove Accord Colleges Integrated Property Strategy dated May 07

· Vocational Provision in years 10-11
Hove Park – KL

· In addition will be offering NVQ Level 3 German.

· In addition will be offering NVQ Level 2 Italian.

PCC –GS

· Sociology

· Performing Arts

· Textiles

· Are looking doubtful as numbers are low
SJH – taken together the plans for Diploma development and other shared plans constitute an emerging 16-19 curriculum strategy for the Partnership 1.   

6. Gifted and Talented Programme
· SH passed a yellow spreadsheet detailing the proposed activities.

· At the meeting on 12th November 2007, the whole group were asked to send details of proposed activities to the chair by November 23rd for collation and to be passed to Quality Group chair for meeting on 6th December with view to January 2008 implementation. 

· SH refereed to an email received from Chris Marshall on 20th December 2007 and reported that Chris Marshall spoke to Hazel Heywood and he can confirm approval for G&T plan by the Quality Group and to move on with planning.

· SB the activities need to be accessible by all G&T students across the City and be extra to what is already available.

· SB said that the bids are in and the institution will receive the money allocated but more precise information including dates and times are needed.

· RW suggested that students are made aware of the courses ASAP within the institutions own newsletter with contact details, dates and times. 

ACTION: Group to forward information including, subjects, dates times and phone numbers to the Chair by 25th January 2008.  SJH will revise and circulate the plan.  All – publicise within each centre through normal channels

7. Dates of the next meetings
· 25th February 2008 

2pm-4pm    Varndean College

·  4th April 2008          

9am-11pm  Varndean College

· 19th May 2008        

2pm- 4pm.  Varndean College
8. Any other business

· RW had been notified for information by Hazel Heywood LSC of £45K to fund 16+NEETS projects to be spent by the end of March 08
Action – SJH to get further information and e mail group
· RW is attending meeting on 15th January 2008 Brighton & Hove September guarantee. He will report back at the next meeting.
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