Minutes of the 16-19 Curriculum Group Meeting

Wednesday 12th September

Varndean College

14.00-16.00

	Present: Simon Hinks, James Mettyear, John Evans, Richard Wing, Clare Witz, Lindi Galloway, Sally Bromley, David Walsh, Graham Steel

Apologies: Tony Hammick


7. Diploma Update
Phase One Gateway 
Society Health and Development which had been awarded a grade 2, had a progress check at the beginning of July, for which the verbal feedback was that insufficient progress had been demonstrated.   Negotiation with GOSE enabled further evidence to be presented on 23rd July to prove the case, the outcome of which is verbal acceptance to DCSF. There was a need to clarify the delivery proposals and these were presented in a new format.
ACTION: LG

Hard copy to TH.

These delivery proposals were shared with practitioners at last night’s Society Health and Development meeting and those present were asked to take back to their institution and discuss with deputy head/head of curriculum.

ACTION: ALL 

To confirm their acceptance of the content or to notify of any changes they would wish for their school/college involvement by Tuesday 18th September to LG.
Construction and Built Environment awarded a grade 3, will have a progress check by interview of the 14-19 Development Consultant in October/November (date to be confirmed).  In preparation LG has to review the Gateway feedback/action on 15th October and to form an opinion with regard progress.  
ACTION: ALL

Those wishing to be involved in the pilot ensure that they meet JE’s request for CVs of appropriate staff members and information on resources in the very near future, so that he might progress this application.
Creative and Media also awarded a grade 3 therefore similar position.  SH reported that there had been 2 meetings, for which there had been incomplete attendance.  No representative from The second meeting had agreed a City wide pilot of fairly small numbers in light of the complexity of this line of learning, with one group at each level providers who had initially expressed interest-  Blatchington Mill or Patcham High. – need to be consulted about latest plans.  
ACTION: SH 
Contact Deputies at Blatchington Mill and Patcham High to progress.
Phase Two Gateway

New structure to application had been issued at the beginning of September.  LG tabled a proposed flow chart which identifies the requirements and suggestion of responsibility and timescale.
ACTION: LG
Hard copy to TH

ACTION LG

Liaison with Leads of all five lines of learning and others to implement

ACTION: SB, JE and Maurice Shorten
Calling of meetings to collect data for sections identified in flow chart.

JE raised the issue of the Phase one Engineering application (previously unsuccessful) and the Phase two Manufacturing application and made the suggestion that Manufacturing be referred or viewed in broader context and it be replaced with Engineering.

ACTION: JE

To liaise with Chair of 14-19 Partnership Board and progress as required for December 2007 or December 2008

There was discussion of the tension/impact being created by the Diplomas on existing courses within schools and the volume of time required within the Deputies workload to meet the application/development demands.

ACTION: SH

Include in report to 14-19 Curriculum group.

At this point JE left the meeting.

1.
Minutes of meeting held on 17th May

Taken as accurate

2.
Matters arising

Item 3, table 12
Foundation Learning Tier

ACTION: JM

CCB plans to be forwarded to LG for issue to the group.

Item 4


Dialogue between providers

SB reported that minutes of meeting on 23rd May had commented on need for improved dialogue.  It was noted that there was now an Area Prospectus and therefore the City offer was available to all, although without the number of places against each course/qualification.  Numbers of learners on vocational courses in Year 9 would assist the planning process.
ACTION: SH

Agenda item for 14-19 Curriculum group
Sussex Career Letter

CW explained interest of LSC who fund pre 16 work placements.  However, the WEX manager contract was now being developed, points of contact in the local authority being Dan Shelley and Therese Cole, and there is a pilot WEX online in 2007-2008 with selected schools.
Functional Skills Pilot

KL provided an update which included the news that the embedded Functional Skills with the GCSE had been withdraw by  QCA for both English and IT and therefore the pilot was for the stand alone model.  Further information provided in pack prepared by KL which was tabled. 

ACTION: LG 
Hard copy to TH.
Note that the next B&H Local Authority training day is scheduled for October 9th.

The question of the tariff value of the stand alone Literacy and Numeracy qualifications at Level 2 and the accreditation for the students on the pilot was raised.

ACTION: LG

To pose questions to TWIN project point of contact at the DCFS.

3.
Equality of funding

CW provided two papers (Demand Led Funding and the 16-18 Model).  Discussion included the new 16-19 Funding Model and the suggestion was that the impact could be a 3% increase or decrease of funding overall.  The standard learner number would be used instead of the FTE, and therefore equated to the volume of activity being delivered, and capped at 1.7% per individual. The NFR equated to the funding for each SLN and will vary for 16/19 and AL.
ACTION: LG

Hard copy to TH

4.
Work Related Learning and the Law

It was suggested that in future bulk copies of free materials be ordered by the Local Authority for distribution. 

The above document produced by the DfES reference 0340-2006PCK-EN

ISBN 1-84478-710-9

PPOAK/D16/5482/0406/103

Can be downloaded or ordered online at

www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications.

It is likely (and recommended) that a copy is held in each school or college by those responsible for work experience.

5.
Funding
In the 2006-2007 LSC LID monies had funded a programme of events for Gifted and Talented aged 16-19 in summer 2007.  The group would welcome from the 14-19 Partnership Board funding proposals and priorities for 2008-2008 and an assessment of the implications.
ACTION: LG

Dan Shelley to provide information at the next 14-19 Curriculum Group meeting.
6.
Feedback on enrolments 16+ and 17+

It was agreed that the sharing of information by subject provision could assist strategic curriculum planning and avoid under or over provision within the city as a whole. A spreadsheet had been devised previously by clerk to group.

It was noted that this data would be of interest if collected to the LA/LSC data stream 

ACTION: SB

To identify the spreadsheet used in 2006-2007 and to forward to SH

ACTION : SH

To issue, co-ordinate the response and bring to future meeting.

8.
Other Curriculum Plans 2008-2009 and 2009- 2010

Discussion of the potential impact of the Colleges’ expansion plans upon school sixth forms. The need for a B&H city strategy post 16 was identified. 
ACTION: CW

To obtain from Michael Nix information on school sixth form capital development.
9.
AOB

Area prospectus

Note that this is online and in the public domain from 1st October.  It will be launched at Sussex Skills festival. Providers will need to update content for 2008, including any Diploma offer.

E-ILP

The four schools in the phase one should by now have up loaded their data and thus this software will be operational.

Dates for future meetings

All on Monday afternoons at Varndean College, 14.00-16.00

29th October, 14th January, 25th February, 31st March, 19th May

