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16–19 Curriculum Group Meeting

Monday 25th February 2008
2.15 – 4 pm

Varndean College

Present

Simon Hinks (Varndean College)(Chair). 
Ken Leonard (Hove Park).

Lindi Galloway, (BHLP), 



Richard Wing (Blatchington Mill).

Graham Steel (PCC), 



Andy Green, (City College),

Sally Bromley (BHASVIC), 


Tony Hammick (Cedar Centre)


Gavin Graham (LSC)
Apologies
David Walsh (Cardinal Newman) & Claire Witz (LSC).
1. Welcome & apologies:

· SH welcomed the group and apologies were made.

2. Minutes of the last meeting:

· The minutes of the 14th January meeting were agreed.
3. Matters arising
Page 2 Item 3 – Foundation Learning Tier
LG issued copies of the Powerpoint presentations which had been used at the QCA consultation event in January.  Key points of contact are Richard Garrett at QCF and Richard Harris at QCA.

QCF aims to provide an inclusive qualifications framework and is currently at a test and trial stage.  Further information available at www.qca.org.uk/framework and the QCF monthly e-update is available if you email your details to stoakesa@qca.org.uk
The FLT will cover all QCF qualifications below level 2 for learners over the age of 14.  The progression Pathway test and trail will be operational from September 2008 and 10 local authorities and 100 centres are involved.

Page 3 Item 3 – Accord Non-Duplication Policy

Taken under item 4
Page 3 Item 4 – Curriculum Development Protocol

RW provide a hard copy of the final version of this document

Page 3 Item 4 – ALAN award

AG response as fiollows

“Entry Requirements for a level 2 course are usually 3 Ds at GCSE or

equivalent.  A few courses have specific requirements for a particular

grade in English or Maths or equivalent.   This will be from recognised

awarding bodies of which the Adult Literacy or Adult Numeracy (ALAN) are

fully accepted (eg Key Skills or Adult Literacy Level 2 is equivalent to

GCSE English grade C.)  

The entry requirements for internal progression from a level 1 to a

level 2 course (where the student may not have the required GCSE grades)

is usually that the student has completed their vocational course at

level 1 and also the key skills element of that course, which would

usually also be at level 1. An Adult Literacy or Numeracy qualification

at the appropriate level is fully acceptable.”
Page 4 Item 5 - Grading of Diplomas

The response from QCA had been circulated.  Discussion relating to university acceptance of the Advanced Diploma ensued and the difference  between tariff points and grade offers.
Page 4 Item 5 – Timelines

LG confirmed that the June 2007 timelines had been updated and re-issued.

There was discussion on the current recruitment for the Society Health and Development Diploma at each level.  LG reported that Falmer will be the venue for the collaborative level 1 group, drawn from Falmer. Longhill,  Patcham and Varndean Schools and Varndean School will be the venue for a collaborative level 2 group aged 14.  There are trained staff should the need arise for another group.  Cardinal Newman seems confident that they will recruit a level 2 group aged 16+.

At level 3 BHASVIC have 2 applicants to date and CCB have had none.  However recruitment is expected to take place March/April and post GCSE results.  It is anticipated that final decisions on groups will be made in September in response to learner numbers and funding.
Page 5 Item 6 Gifted and talented

SH confirmed an updated version of the offer had been issued to providers concerned and that they were to advertise through their normal channels.  There was £500 left unallocated and it was suggested that this could be used by PCC and Hove Park.

It was unclear to whom the invoices for payment had to go.

Action SH and LG to establish and feedback if this is Hazel Haywood at LSC or Dan Shelley at BHLP.

Page 5 item 8 - £45K

It was confirmed BY SH and RW that this group were not involved in the allocation of these monies.

Page 5 Matters arising – September Guarantee Group

RW reported that he had attended the Task and Finish meeting which had involved East and West Sussex, Brighton and Hove and Connexions.  There had been a danger of 2 potential systems to deal with these learners, but RW had ascertained that that one system was to be operational.  This appeared to be the ground work for implementation in September 2009.

4.
Accord Curriculum Group

Representatives had met and reached agreement on a single annual meeting, at which future plans for 18 months hence would be shared in light of non-duplication policy, and have the potential to iron out any conflict.  If any issues were unresolved this would be referred to the Principals of the colleges concerned.

5.
Achieve Economic Well Being (post 16)
In his absence LG tabled a paper prepared by Dan Shelley.  This indicated that the 14-19 Partnership  has funding available to research and assist the development of joint activities/curriculum in this area and that the EBP chair will be seconded for one day a week to undertake a range of development work.

Discussion included the need to recognise the Pre 16 Every Child Matters work that is in place and that the post 16 offer needs to be appropriate and provide progression.

It seems there is a need to map the existing PSHE, tutorial/citizenship programmes to avoid repetition and relate to other ECM agenda issues.   The group were in favour of the principle but suggest this is discussed further at the summer meeting in the presence of both Dan Shelley and the EBP Chair.  
Action
Dan Shelley and Paul Bonett to be invited to the 19th May meeting to progress.
6.
NEET

SB raised the issue of whether a separate meeting was necessary for this group and whether it was a useful forum.  She had called two meetings this year and had varied response. The curriculum mapping exercise carried out this year had identified the FLT and Level 1 as gaps in the pan city offer.

Discussion included the potential duplication of work being carried out on the KS4 project; the need to have one named NEET point of contact per institution; a holistic pan city approach being required and reduction of NEET figures being one of the 4 priories identified by the Partnership Board.

Action

The group recommend that NEET be returned to the Partnership Board with the recommendation for an all agency approach, cross phase to address the issue.
The group recommend to the Partnership Board a broader review of the meeting structure and reduction where possible.
7.
Timetabling for the Diploma 2008 and 2009
Whilst the 14-19 Curriculum Group had agreed days for the delivery of the Foundation and Higher Diploma at aged 14 on a east and west cluster basis, the meeting had not allowed discussion of delivery of the post 16 Higher and Advanced Diplomas.  

For the Advanced Diploma, LG posed the question whether there was a need for the providers of these qualifications to align the days on which the Additional and Specialist Learning was delivered or whether the learner would in fact choose the venue by the ASL being offered.

The current situation for 2008/2009 Diplomas is that the ASL at Advanced would be academic qualifications (AS and A2) from sixth forms and vocational qualifications from the FE college.

Discussion ensued and the feeling was that the provision of more than one pathway will be dependent on learner numbers and resources.

Was there a similar need to consider the ASL for the post 16 level 2 or was the reality that most learners would already have the 1.5 GCSE’s at A to C grade and not need to undertake this element?

The group were reminded that we had in fact suitable structures and good working relationships in place to address these issues, when there was a clearer picture of the Diploma take up across the city as we moved towards 2013 entitlement.

8.
Date of next meeting

This was confirmed as 
· 4th April 2008          

9am-11pm  Varndean College
Note the main agenda item will be September 2008 Curriculum plans.

· 19th May 2008        

2pm- 4pm.  Varndean College
9. Any other business

GG raised the issue of E2E programmes and whether any of the providers present would be applying to be involved.

SB indicated that BHASVIC and RW indicated that Blatchington Mill would be applying, but both commented on the unfriendly software and difficulties in completing the PPQ form whose deadline was 29th February.  CCB were already involved.

GG advised that the Helpline on the first page of the application was the best source of support.

SH raised the issue of learners’ attendance at the Connexions HE Fair to be held at the Race Course on 22nd April in light of the date clashing with the Art & Design examination period.  The date of this event had been changed due to a new venue having to be found.  It was noted that Philip Ward of Connexions had expressed concerned at no/few Brighton and Hove Learners attending.
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